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Sacred Heart still standing

Church demolition delaye

By FAYETTE NICHOLS

Praying for @ miracie
isn't casy when your church
is aboul to be demolished.
tt Sacred Heart parishion-
ers still hope their church
can be saved.

While parishioncrs ex-
pecied Sacred Heard, 11652
5. Church ave,, to be razed
ioday, those plans have ap-
parentiy been postponed.

According to Vicar Gener-
al Monselgnor Francis
Bracken,
has yel to apply for a
wrecking nermit Lo lear Lhe
buitding down.

Such a permil application
{ahes len davs fo process,
avenrding lo the eily's De
partinent of Buildings.

Granling lhal permil
would teguire the approval
of state Sen. Jercmiah
Joyee (D-28th), who is still
acling as the 19th ward ald-
Lriman.

Joyce also has the option
of waiving the application
process aliowing the Ar-
ehdineese 10 obiain 3 wreek-
ing permii within 24 hours.

Bracken could not say
when ihe Archdiocese
planned to seek a permit,
adding ihat “With the snow,
no wrecker would go in
Ihere now due lu the aﬁded
pigk to his men.’

Hogwover the demolition
duto Ix not ilkely to be rev-
thorities,

T'm not geing io arrange
for a demgnsiration eut
there swwn the buiidazers
come,” said Bracken, ac-
knowledgmg parishioners
strong opposition s lesing
their place of wership.

“We still rerd time {0
prepare the church for dem-
olition. We have to discon-
nect the gas, water and
cleciriciiy firsi,” Bracken
said.

He warned that should
parishioners attempi fo
block the wracking cTew,
police action would be k-
en.

“If they are on chureh
~_property,” he said. “ihey
will have to be faken G‘f
1f’s a pelice matter.”

- .
Parishioners, many still
stunned by the sudden an-

noupeement of the demoli- -

tion oz Sunday, are begin-
ning io organize some sart
of opposition, even if the

building merely remains .

sianding as a h1stur:cal
landmarzk. 3

Some say they will appeal
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the Archdiovese:

io Joyee to prolong the

wrecking permit application

proeess uulil some compro-
mise use for the church can
be found, while others are
considering a more physical
find of protest.

§tifl other parishioners,

who believe the demolition

is politically mativaled by
arda parishes to bring Cath-
alies back lo their neighbor-
haod churches, plan o hoy-
cott their parishes.

tme Oak Park woman re-
portedly phoned the Vatican

e
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UERL Sommmun

{here,”

2wl do all her cla

- in Kome and talked fo the -

Vatican City Scereiary. ol
State there in the hopes of
blocking (he demulilion of
Sacrod Heart.

“Cardinal Cody is prow-
ing afraid of a confrontation
from us. 1 {hink he is be-
coming concerned for his

public image,”  said one
Morgan Park man who
hopes Cody will back down
on -the Archdiocese’s plans
to destroy the church. :

Even though Saered

Heart is still standing, most
of the pews and furnishings
kave been removed and the
paintings of the Station of

the Cross taken dm'm and

stored.

A life-size handcarved
wooden stalne of Jesus
which cest Sacred Heast

members more lhan s:}{){i()

is also gone.

“Many of the religious ar-

icles like the chalices, the

tabernacle and altar were
given to the Catholic Youth

Ministry cenler at Morgan

% \
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Park High school,” sald #1 -
ther John Rudnik- ol St
_Walter's parish. . - ¢ ¢
. *The pews and 0I.her..'
things were either lakeh by
individuals or given to the
ifoly Name of Mary par
13&1 " Rudnik said.

However, one parishi_mmr_.- 5
said, “Our church was van-
dalized. We came in Mon-
day moeruning and SOMEne
whe had a key was thers
during the night taking
some of the things we paid
for out of the ehureh )

e

2 9§;Esmriiﬂ-- w('_riw:d her first communion ducing the Tast mass held at the Sa-
i Chueeh, (652 8. Chareh. The Tast of seyven childeen in her fanily (o receive a
it ke, her parenis had slepped up the dale when she took communion,

; es with hep sistor. Tt we just wanted o make sure she look
said Jack Stmmerliog. (SGIT phste by George Bertons) i g



